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         Burbage Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting of Burbage Parish Council 

held on Monday 9th May 2022 
at 7.45pm in Burbage Church Centre 

 
 

Attendance  
Cllrs. Glenda Pearce (Acting Chair), Tom Blanchard, Theo Clarke, Lee Giddings, Tracy Jones, Gill Terry, George Walsh-Waring, 
Andrew Wheeler and Chris Wheeler were present. 
 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler of Wiltshire Council presented his apologies, but sent a written report which is attached. 
 
There was no Village Hall report this month. 
. 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
1084 Receive and accept apologies for absence: Cllr Colling. 
1085 To elect a Chairman for the year 2022/2023: 
 Cllr Colling having confirmed that he was happy to stand for re-election was proposed by Cllr Terry, and seconded by 

Cllr Blanchard. There being no further nominations, Cllr Colling was elected Chairman unanimously.  
1086 Cllr Colling being absent, he will sign his Acceptance of Office at the Annual Parish Meeting on 26th May. 
1087 To elect a Vice-Chairman for the year 2022/2023: 
 Cllr Pearce was proposed by Cllr Jones, and seconded by Cllr Walsh-Waring. There being no further nominations, Cllr 

Pearce was elected Vice-Chairman unanimously. 
1088 Receive Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation: None 

1089 The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 11th April 2022 were accepted as a true record. 
1090  Community Transport Group 

No update 
1091 Pewsey Area Board 

Next Meeting Monday 23rd May. 
       
1092 Correspondence received since the last meeting, not covered by Committees:  

i) A resident contacted the Clerk to ask for the contact details for the wooden sign writers who had a display at the 
Christmas Tree Fair. Cllr Pearce supplied the name and address of the sign writer, and the Clerk was asked to pass these 
to the resident. Action Clerk 
ii) The Social Care Practitioner at Wiltshire Council asked if the Parish Council has any one-off grants in place to help 
households experiencing difficulties in the current economic climate. Cllr Pearce referred her to a couple of local 
charities. 
             

1093 Planning Committee:  
 a) Wiltshire Council sent an email giving details of the new way the Parish Council should submit comments on planning 

applications. The Clerk passed the website address and the Parish Council’s password to Cllr Pearce, and will circulate 
the details to all councillors. Action Clerk 

 b) Report on planning decisions taken since the last Parish Council meeting: None    
 c) Consider any new and existing applications for planning, including, but not limited to: 

Reference Location Applicant Proposed Work Decision 

PL/2022/02827 Wharf Cottage, 
Burbage Wharf 

Mrs Julie 
Bushall 

Single storey rear extension and 
porch to back door 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 

PL/2022/03194 
PL/2022/03104 

30 High Street Mr & Mrs Suter Proposed conversion of the existing 
log store into bathroom, replace 
existing corrugated sheet lean-to 
roofs with natural slate, remove 
existing conservatory to create new 
entrance porch, new timber 
painted windows and 
erect a picket fence & gate to the 
rear of the property 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 
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Reference Location Applicant Proposed Work Decision 

PL/2022/03266 Glebe Field East 
Sands, 

Mr Adrian 
Hawkins 

T1 - Oak tree. Proposed work. To 
thin canopy by a maximum of 25% 
and to dead wood tree, to increase 
light throughout tree and to reduce 
weight on limbs and make safe. 
This has been applied for before 
and approved but client never 
commenced with the work 

Proposal – To Object 
(Unanimous) 
Comment – A proper 
tree report should be 
done, and should be 
brought to the 
attention of the tree 
owner. Cllr Pearce to 
put matter before the 
PCC 

PL/2022/02750 Tree Tangle,  
2 Marlborough 
Road,  
Stibb Green 

 Householder would like to fix solar 
panels on the front elevation of 
their property. This is roughly a 
South-South West orientation 

Withdrawn 

PL/2021/07536 Wisteria 
Cottage, 
4 Eastcourt 

Mr & Mrs 
Owain 
Brimfield 

Demolition of barn at rear of 
property, and building of new barn 
to contain new kitchen and garden 
room 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 

PL/2022/03580 15 Burroughs 
Drove 

Mr Anthony 
Whatcott 

Goat Willow tree – thin out and 
remove new growth 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 

 
 d) It was agreed that no site visit is required.  
    
1094   Village Open Spaces Committee:          AW 

a) Correspondence:  
i) An email was received from the Bridleways Officer at the British Horse Society, asking for help to resolve an issue with 
a dangerous gate on a bridleway exiting from Bowden Farm. The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Charlie Rowland and 
Mrs Liz Rowland, and send them a copy of the email from the BHS. Action Clerk 
ii) Tina Dixon sent a message asking for a copy of the footpaths map for the village. Cllr Pearce to forward the Clerk a 
copy of the map provided by Cllr Colling. The Clerk to send this to Tina Dixon, and also to suggest using the Ordnance 
Survey app for phones. Action Cllr Pearce & Clerk 
iii) Mr Michael Bird sent a message asking who is cutting the grass in Martingale Road at the moment. Cllr Chris 
Wheeler volunteered to write to Mr Bird with answers to his questions. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler 
iv) Mrs Elizabeth Thomas emailed again about the bench on Suthmere Drive being broken. Cllr Andrew Wheeler said it 
had been mended after the initial complaint. However, it is now in need of further repairs, which Cllr Andrew Wheeler 
said he would organise. Mrs Thomas also complained about the lack of grass cutting along the footpath between 
Lavington Close and Suthmere Drive. The Clerk was asked to add this to the Idverde grass cutting contract. Action Cllr 
Chris Wheeler & Clerk 
v) Sue Boxshall reported a broken fence running along in front of the new houses by the White Hart. Cllr Pearce 
reported that the fence belongs to a property in Ailesbury Way. The Clerk was asked to write to Sue Boxshall to suggest 
that she contacts the landowner about her concerns. Action Clerk 
  
b) Receive report of Issues outstanding from the previous minutes: 

Open Spaces Who When Updates 

1.  CCTV cameras TJ  Ongoing 

2. Parish Steward - current main tasks 
for the Parish Steward are:- 

1. Clearing drains on a regular basis 
2. Strimming footpaths regularly 
The footpath from Burroughs Grove to 
Jockey Lane needs tidying. 
The footpath from Ailesbury Way to the 
school is very rough and uneven. 
The gutters at the side of the roads need 
weed killing, now that vegetation is 
beginning to grow again. 
 

 
 
 
 

AW 
 
 
 
 
AW/Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
Parish Steward visits to Burbage: 
 
Cllr Andrew Wheeler to speak to the Parish 
Steward about the state of the footpaths in 
the village, and the hedges on the High 
Street. The Clerk was asked to email the 

owners of The Gables to ask them to trim 
their hedge; and to ask Cllr Stuart Wheeler 
and Wiltshire Council for advice on what to 
do about other hedges causing issues 
there. 



 

Clerk: Joyce Turner, 1 Primrose Lane, Manningford Bruce, Pewsey, SN9 6JG.  Contact No: 01672 563718 Page 3 of 4 

 22/03  

 

Open Spaces Who When Updates 

3. Update on Martingale Road and Seawards 
correspondence - Cllr Chris Wheeler has tried 
to speak to the replacement contact again, 
and has chased for a response. 

CW Asap Ongoing 
Cllr Chris Wheeler has received a letter, 
which he will forward to the Clerk 
 
 4. Re-siting the defibrillator from the 

Three Horseshoes.  
All existing phone boxes to be painted.  
 

 
Two defibrillators need repairing. Cllr 
Colling has arranged for the work to be 
done 
 
The Book Kiosk still needs painting, and 
the signs installing. Clerk to contact the 
co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 

CW 
 
 
 
 
SC/Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

Jan 
 
 
 
 
May 
 
 
 
May 
 

Ongoing 
 
The damaged door on the phone box has 
been repaired, and is being repainted. Cllr 
Wheeler to quote for levelling it. 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to chase for this to be done. IF no 
longer needed, will be used as a 
defibrillator cabinet instead. 

5. Damaged footpath signs to be replaced. 
 

Both broken village gates are now at 
Wheelers, to make up one good gate from 
the parts. The Clerk to ask Cllr Blanchard and 
the police for the car owner’s details, so that 
an insurance claim can be made.  

 

Clerk 

 

TB/Clerk 

 

May 

 

May 2022 

Cllr Colling has photographed all the signs 
to the north of the village. Clerk to report 
broken signs to Wiltshire Council. 
 
Cllr Blanchard to provide car details to the 
Clerk 

6. Reporting, and cutting back of, overgrown 
hedges in the village. 

 

The hedge at Ram Alley from the road to the 
bridge needs lowering to improve visibility 
for oncoming traffic 

Full 
Council 

 

SC 

Sep 

 

 
Feb 2022 

The areas around Seymour Court where 
bushes have grown out from the grounds 
into adjacent areas have not been cut back 
in spite of repeated requests to Aster 
 
Cllr Colling volunteered to raise the matter 
with Wiltshire Council 

 
c) Cllr Pearce presented an update on the future of Seymour Court, and on the progress with taking in Ukrainian 
refugees. The Burbage Ukrainian Network (BUN) has been set up. Each family has a key worker attached to them, to 
help with accessing benefits. BUN is helping to provide emotional, practical, and financial support, and arranging 
transport. It is also arranging a PTSD session, with the help of the army. There will be another meeting of BUN on 
Monday 16th May. So far, there are no Ukrainian refugees in the parish, but three families are expected soon. 
 Aster is refusing to house any Ukrainian refugees in the empty accommodation at Seymour Court, as they say the 
refugees would need to be re-housed once the redevelopment of Seymour Court begins. Five of the current residents 
are being rehoused. The remaining four so far do not have anywhere to move to. Mr Danny Kruger, the MP for the area, 
has been very helpful in the discussions. 
Kerry Richards enquired by email about the potential fate of some very substantial trees in the grounds of Seymour 
Court, especially the Monkey Puzzle tree. The Clerk was asked to provide her with the contact details of the relevant 
person at Aster; and to look at the possibility of applying for a Tree Protection Order. The Clerk was also asked to 
suggest that she should comment on the plans once they are available on Wiltshire Council’s Planning portal, and to 
encourage any other concerned residents of the village to do the same. Action Clerk 
 
d) & e) The repairs to the play equipment in the playground, following the RoSPA inspection, are ongoing. Chris 
Wheeler Construction Ltd is having a meeting with the manager of the company that supplied the Zip Wire later in the 
month, to address the outstanding issues. The basketball net at the Ailesbury Way end of the court is in tatters and 
needs to be replaced. Cllr Walsh-Waring volunteered to try to replace it with the spare net, if the hoop is the right size. 
Action Cllr Walsh-Waring 
 
f) The development of the area around Seymour Pond was discussed. Cllr Walsh-Waring volunteered to supply Cllr 
Jones with the names of some arboreal consultants to look at the existing trees and advise on what action needs to be 
taken. It was agreed that all interested councillors will meet at the pond on Friday 20th May at 6.30pm to discuss what 
to do.  
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g) The arrangements for the Parish Council event at Barn Meadow on 5th June to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
were discussed. Cllr Pearce has placed an advert in the Burbage News. Cllr Clarke has arranged for the hire of an 
inflatable army assault course. It was agreed that a disclaimer notice stating “Use at Own Risk” will need to be placed at 
the entrance to the inflatable. Cllr Pearce has asked the Scouts to provide a team of people to supervise the use of the 
inflatable. She has also booked Carla Holly to provide musical entertainment for the event. It was agreed that some 
team games, such as Tug-of-war and possibly bale rolling, should also take place. Cllrs Andrew and Chris Wheeler 
offered to rope off an area for these games, and to arrange them. The event will begin at 12.30pm. 
It was agreed that everyone at the school and the surgery, and all the Brownies and Scouts should be given one of the 
commemorative book marks. 
The payment of Cllr Pearce’s expense claim, for Jubilee Celebration Craft items, of £60.55, was approved. Proposed Cllr 
Jones, seconded Cllr Terry, approved unanimously. 
 The payment of Cllr Clarke’s expense claim, for the hire of the inflatable assault course, of £92.00, was approved. 
Proposed Cllr Jones, seconded Cllr Terry, approved unanimously. 
 
h) The playground inspection rota for the next month was noted  

                    
1095  Finance & Policy Committee:          GP 

a) Correspondence: None 
b) The proposal to make payment on receipt of invoices or on due dates, for regular continuing contracts and other 
approved commitments: Ridgeway Press (Burbage News), Came & Company, Clerk’s salary and expenses, HMRC PAYE 
payments, hire of Church Centre, Mr P Gill Internal Auditor, PKF Littlejohn LLP External Auditor, WALC annual 
subscription. CPRE annual subscription, Ionos Cloud Ltd (email and website), Idverde Ltd. was approved. The payments 
will be reported to members at the next Parish Council meeting. Proposed Cllr Walsh-Waring, seconded Cllr Pearce, 
approved unanimously. 
c) The Clerk presented an update on the arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting. The Village Hall has been booked 
for Thursday 26th May, but none of the people invited to speak at the meeting have confirmed that they can attend. It 
was agreed that there was no point in hiring the Village Hall if there were not going to be any speakers from local 
groups. The Clerk was asked to cancel the booking, and book the Church Centre for 7.30pm instead. Action Clerk 

             
1096  RFO / Finance Report:  

a) RFO’s monthly report: The first half of the Precept for 2022/2023 has been received from Wiltshire Council; and the 
VAT refund for 2022/2023 has been received from HMRC. 
b) Receive current liquidity statement & Bank Reconciliation for 30th April, 2022: £117,976.13 
c) Note receipts since last PC Meeting: £9,132.25 VAT refund was received on 6th April. £14,750.00 Precept payment 
was received on 25th April. 
d) Note payments since last Parish Council meeting: £3.60 was paid by DD to 1&1 Internet Ltd on 28th April for email 
services.       
e) Approve new payments: 

Cheque Date Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

09/05/22 100895 P627C Idverde Limited – grass cutting Apr 22 462.58 555.09 92.51 

25/05/22 100896 P628C Clerk’s salary/BB/phone May 2022 395.25 395.25  

09/05/22 100897 P629C PAYE for Clerk May 2022 96.00 96.00  

09/05/22 100898 P630C Cllr Pearce – expense claim 50.46 60.55 10.09 

09/05/22 100899 P631C Cllr Clarke – expense claim 92.00 92.00  

   Totals 1,096.29 1,198.89 102.60 

 
               
1097 Next Meeting:                                                                                                                                                                                  Clerk 

a)  Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 26th May 2022 at 7.30pm, Church Centre 
b) Full Council Monday 13th June 2022 at 7.45pm. Church Centre 
 
 

     There being no further business the Acting Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman  …………………Date 


